
1 

 

CHRIST CHURCH AT GROVE FARM 
As a caring and growing  

Christian Community,  
our mission is to make disciples who  

share Christ with their world. 
 

INTRODUCTION 
Christ Church at Grove Farm is a vibrant, 15-year old non-
denominational church located in the suburbs of Pittsburgh.  
Its founders came from the Episcopal/Anglican tradition of 
worship and theology, which is reflected in the blended  
worship style of the church’s sanctuary services. 
 
As a strongly committed congregation of more than 2,000 members and regular  
visitors, the Church places high value on biblical preaching and teaching. Although we 
are family-oriented, we welcome and provide ministry opportunities for people of all 
ages, and are dedicated to leading our members into a deeper personal relationship 
with Christ. 
 
OUR CORE VALUES 
As a Christ-Centered church, we value: 
 

 Reliance on the authority of Scripture in our lives 

 Reverent and joyful worship in an Anglican tradition 

 Reaching people for Christ 

 A warm, caring, welcoming family 

 Courageously standing for truth 

 

OUR HISTORY 
Founded in 1995, the first Christ Church service was held 
in the ballroom of the Sewickley Country Inn on July 23 of 
that year, with 200 founding members in attendance.  Most 
of the founders came from St. Stephens Episcopal Church 
in Sewickley and worshiped as part of the Anglican Com-
munion in theology and worship style, although not in 
agreement with the direction being taken by the Episcopal 
Church of the USA.  The Episcopal Bishop of Pittsburgh 
provided Rev. Cal Gardner as an interim pastor until Christ 
Church – at that time called the New Church of Sewickley - 
was able to call its own pastor. 
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In October 1995, Christ Church called Rev. Dr. 
John Guest to be Rector and Senior Pastor.  An 
Anglican Priest originally from the UK who had at 
one time been the Rector of St. Stephens, Dr. 
Guest had stepped down from parish ministry in 
1987 in order to concentrate on national and  
international evangelism.  When he agreed to 
take the position at Christ Church, the founders 
felt they were welcoming back an old friend.  
Also in October, the church agreed to purchase 
property at Grove Farm, hence the name Christ 
Church at Grove Farm (CCGF). The 46-acre site 
included a two-acre lake, a farmhouse, barn, and 
several other buildings. 
 
By June 1996, the church had raised $1.9 million in gifts and pledges, and began  
construction of the original sanctuary, dedicated in July 1997.  CCGF now had a  
permanent place to worship and could operate seven days a week. Additional staff 
members were hired and attendance more than doubled. 
 
Since that time, the church has continued to grow in membership, ministry, and  
buildings.  A new, larger sanctuary building was dedicated on April 30, 2006.  
On July 23, 2010, CCGF celebrated its 15th anniversary.  Several months later, after 
over 50 years of ordained ministry, Dr. Guest announced his intention to step down as 
Rector at the end of the year. Parish Council felt it was now time to conduct a search to 
find the best person to lead the church into the future. 
 
OUR MEMBERSHIP 
The founding members of Christ Church valued the liturgical worship of the Anglican 
Communion and the theology of the 39 Articles of Religion. As the church grew, it  
began to attract people from many different backgrounds whose affiliation mirrored the 
demographic of the Pittsburgh area;  mainly Roman Catholics, Presbyterians,  

Methodists, Baptists and Episcopalians.   
We began to see more un-churched people 
after the launch of our alternative  “Third” 
Service in April 2009. 
 
We are now experiencing a steady growth  
in membership.  Members are asked to  
participate in a four-part spiritual maturity 
program that we call “Home Run Christians”, 
and are required to complete the First Base 
of that program before becoming members.  
Appendix A 
 
 
 

 

 

Our original farmhouse 

http://www.ccgf.org/base-classes�
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WORSHIP STYLE 
With the recent launch of the Third Services, Christ 
Church now provides two distinct worship styles. Our 
Sanctuary services are a blend of traditional and  
contemporary styles where music is presented by an  
instrumental ensemble, a robed choir and clergy and a 
liturgical style of worship. The music repertoire is a blend 
of well-known hymns and contemporary praise songs 
sung by the choir and a praise team.  Sanctuary services 
are held at 9:00 and 11:15 a.m. every Sunday, with  
Communion once a month.  Sanctuary seating consists 
of pews with kneelers and ushers are dressed in suits and ties. 

 
Third Service is held in Wilson Hall (our original  
sanctuary, named in memory of Rev. Donald Wilson), 
which has been redesigned to create a casual  
atmosphere with café seating, booths and chairs. This 
alternative service is also held at 9:00 and 11:15 a.m. 
and provides a high-energy music and a media-driven  
experience. Clergy are casually dressed. The service is 
markedly visual, making full use of video as backgrounds 
to praise music and illustrations to sermons. 
 
The Lakeside Café is an important part of our Sunday 
experience. The café is open for coffee at 8:00 a.m.  

and begins to serve breakfast and lunch dishes at 10:15 a.m.  The centrally located café 
seating serves as a bridge between the Sanctuary and Third Service, and is a social 
center where people meet and mingle and friendships are formed.  Proceeds from the 
café benefit the Urban Impact Foundation (one our Partners in Mission – Appendix B)  
 
OUR STAFF 
Christ Church has 34 full time and part-time staff. Appendix C 
 
MINISTRIES 
Christ Church provides a wide variety of ministry op-
portunities. Appendix D.  The church also operates 
with several local and national Ministry Partners. 
 
CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS 
With the completion of our new buildings in 2006, the 
church expanded its Children’s Ministry.  We have a 
full-time Children’s Ministry Director responsible for 
two other Children’s Ministry employees and a com-
mitted group of volunteers.  During the Sunday 
morning experience and at other times of the week, 
we provide a secure and safe environment for infants 
and children. Appendix E 
 
 

 

 

 

http://www.ccgf.org/lakeside-cafe�
http://www.ccgf.org/who-we-are-our-leadership�
http://www.ccgf.org/ministries�
http://www.ccgf.org/children�
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STUDENT MINISTRY 
Christ Church has  three full-time employees  
responsible for ministering to Youth from 6th 
through 12th Grade, with programs on Sunday 
mornings, Sunday evenings, and Wednesday  
evenings (Appendix F) and a number of other  
opportunities to utilize the expansive media and 
social area throughout the week. 
 
 
 
 
 

MISSIONS 
Christ Church is serious and intentional about 
missions and has recently completed a ten-
year commitment to Uganda, East Africa.  In 
February 2011, CCGF set a vision before the 
congregation (Appendix G) and the response 
has been very positive.  We expect to be fully 
engaged in all areas of mission in Summer of 
2011. 
 
.   
FINANCES 
The Christ Church campus has primarily been funded through a series of capital  
campaigns.   These capital campaigns have permitted us to purchase, construct, and 
equip our facilities with minimal reliance on long term debt.  As of 6/30/2010, Christ 
Church had compiled gross fixed assets totaling $10.8 million and had $1.04 million in 
bank debt.  As of 2/1/2011 continued capital campaign gifts reduced our bank debt to 
$654,000.   
 
Our capital campaign history: 
Year Campaign  Pledges  Purpose  
1996 It’s Time to Build  $1,900,000 Land purchase / sanctuary construction 
1999 Lighting the Way  $   750,000 Capital improvements / debt reduction 
2004 Building a Legacy $5,200,000 Construct new sanctuary and classrooms  
2007 Sharing a Legacy  $1,700,000 Debt reduction 
2010 Securing a Legacy TBD Create an endowment fund 
 
Annual Budget 
For our fiscal year ended June 30, 2010, unrestricted tithes and offerings totaled $2.52 
million, while our operating expenses totaled $2.54 million.  Our missions and outreach 
expenses, which are funded by designated giving, totaled $1.16 million in 2010.  The 
budget for the fiscal year ended 6/30/2011 projects unrestricted tithes and offerings of 
$2.57 million and operating expenses of $2.53 million.     
 

 

 

http://www.ccgf.org/grovestudents�
http://www.ccgf.org/community-impact�
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FACILITIES  
Our facilities are used throughout the week by our ministries, as well as, Community  
Bible Study and Bible Study Fellowship classes.  APPENDIX H 
 
ATTENDANCE  
Christ Church at Grove Farm has a membership of 1,577 (as April 1, 2011) and regular 
visitors of 597. In 2009 the average attendance at the Sunday morning worship services 
was 1,231. In 2010 the average attendance increased to 1,342 – an increase of 9.1%.  
Our Sunday morning worship also includes programs for preschool and elementary age 
children, middle school students, high school students, and Adult Education. 
 
GOVERNING STRUCTURE 
Christ Church is governed by an elected Parish Council of 12 members, each of whom 

serves for a period of three years.  Included in the Council 
are a Senior Warden, a Worship Warden, and a Ministry 
Warden. 
 
Christ Church’s theology is based on the Thirty-Nine  
Articles of Religion of the Anglican Communion.  
Appendix  J 
 
Christ Church faces many of the common challenges of 
growing churches in the US.  Parish Council, church lead-
ers, and staff are active in their pursuit of identifying Christ 
Church’s unique challenges based on situational, regional, 
and topical issues.   
 
Outside consultant facilitators were recently engaged  as 

part of a strategic planning process to identify, detail, and develop tactical plans to  
continually improve.  
 
 

 

http://www.ccgf.org/facilities�
http://www.ccgf.org/39-articles�


<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



